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The IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers monthly meeting took place on 2 December 2020 with 38 
attendees .  We are holding virtual meetings (including a monthly contest) using Zoom and 
Google Docs during COVID.  Our normal venue (Fairfax High School) is closed for community 
activities for the foreseeable future.  We are recording our meetings to give members who were 
not able to join us, and our UK sister chapter IPMS Staffordshire Moorlands, the opportunity to 
watch later.  Although the business meeting starts at 7:00pm, the Zoom link opens at 6:30 so 
members can talk informally about modelling before the meeting begins. 

President John Figueroa began the business meeting with a rundown of our future meeting 
schedule along with upcoming show dates to include cancellations.  As long as we are meeting 
virtually, the IPMS NoVA monthly meetings take place the first Wednesday of the month.  The 
Tips and Share meetings take place the third Wednesday of the month.  For the Tips and Share 
Meetings, if you would like to display your latest build or show an image to illustrate a technique 
you plan to share, please send it to John who will add it to his monthly PowerPoint. 

John updated the membership on the current show schedule:  The 2021 IPMS Nationals remains 
on schedule for 18-22 August in Las Vegas, NV.  The Rio Hotel has sold out of their block of 
rooms although rooms may still be available on weeknights.  The Rio Hotel page on the 
convention website recommends the Palms or the Gold Coast as alternate options although they 
do not honor the IPMS room rate.  Members can contact the hotel to see what is available and 
what their options are.  The 2022 National Convention will be a return to Omaha, NE.  The 2023 
National Convention will be in San Marcos, TX.  The IPMS Region 2 Convention remains 
scheduled  for 18-19 June 2021 in Salem, VA. 

John announced the Northern Virginia Member of the Year for 2020 is Jerry Lawson.  Jerry 
received a hearty Zoom round of congratulations. 

Vice President Chris Nicoll informed everyone that The Hobbies Shop in Charles Town, WV is 
asking for input from modelers on what their needs are.  They are in the process of stocking 
paints and building a web store using input from modelers.  Chris suggested they consider 
including Mission model paints.  They offer a 10% IPMS discount and they run specials.  The 
store is on the IPMS USA hobby shop locator.  If members send a shopping list to the store they 
will use it when they place orders. 

Secretary, Walter Schlueter stated that this year’s Build The Same Series (BTSS) contest entries 
looked good.  Walter encouraged members to contact anyone on the E-board with BTSS 
suggestions for next year.  Bear in mind availability and price are key factors that drive the 
selections.   

For those who enjoy building for the monthly contest special category, the list of specials for 
2021 is posted to the website.  Walter also let everyone know that the annual IPMS National re-
chartering fact sheet and fee have been sent to the National office. 
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News from other modeling clubs:   

• IPMS Washington DC:  19 January.   

• Washington Armor club:  12 January. 

• National Capital Model Soldier Society:  27 January. 

• Vince Mankowski from Southern Maryland noted that due to ongoing pandemic only a few 
people can gather at a time.  They are having difficulty meeting but are managing. 

The presentation for our ninth virtual meeting was by Mike Fleckenstein on photographing 
models.  Although Mike has given this informative presentation before, it is especially 
pertinent now since how we fare in contests depends heavily on our ability to present our 
work in the form of photographs in addition to our modeling skills.  The few charts I pasted 
here provide a flavor of the presentation but they do not come close to capturing the full 
amount of information Mike passed on to us.  Recommend you check out his entire 
presentation which is posted to the chapter website (https://www.novaipms.org/tips). 
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IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers December 2020 Monthly Meeting (continued) 
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IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers December 2020 Monthly Meeting (continued) 
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The last event of the meeting was announcement of the contest results presented by Walter 
Schlueter.  Seventeen models competed in the December contest.  The monthly average for  
December due to our Build The Same Series is 10 models.  We had 357 models compete this year 
with an average of 32 models per month. 

As usual the contest pictures are next, followed by Hague’s Corner on page 9.  Meeting dates for 
our chapter, for our neighboring modeling clubs and for shows that will hopefully happen next 
year can be found on page 13.  Take care, everyone.  It is getting a lot worse out there so hunker 
down and build.  See you at our next meeting on 6 January.  Hope everyone is having a happy 
Christmas and New Year season “In keeping with the situation” as Scrooge’s maid said in “The 
Christmas Carol.”  

Our monthly Tips and Share meeting where we share tips and talk about modeling while enjoying each 

others’ company.  Must get some purple tape.  Additionally, Mike Fleckenstein and Aris Pappas ran a slide 

show of models built by fondly remembered chapter modelers who have passed away. 



Contest Winners December 2020 
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Aircraft 1/72, 1st Place 

A-4F Blue Angel by Greg Richard 

Aircraft 1/72, 2nd Place 

OA-4M by Walter Schlueter 

January 2021 

Aircraft 1/48, 1st Place 

 A-4 Skyhawk by Charles Locke 

Aircraft 1/48, 2nd Place 

  TA-4J Aggressor by Scott Bricker 

Armor 1/72, 1st Place 

Tiger I (Early) by Chris Whitfield 

Armor 1/72, 2nd Place 

King Tiger Porsche Turret by Evan Schmauss 



Sci Fi, 2nd Place 

X-Wing by Walter Schlueter 
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Contest Winners December 2020 (continued) 
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Armor 1/35, 1st Place 

 Tiger I by George Coley 

Sci Fi, 1st Place 

X-Wing by Mike Fleckenstein 
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Contest Winners December 2020 (continued) 

Best out of the Box 

A-4 Skyhawk by Charles Locke 
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Best of Show 
Tiger I by Charles Locke 

Contest Winners December 2020 (continued) 
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Rest of the Models December 2020 
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A-4E by Walter Schlueter  Ta-4J 50th Ann. RNZAF by Scott Bricker 

King Tiger by Greg Richard X-Wing “Black Cat” by Chris Nicoll 

OA-4M by Dale Hutchinson A-4 Skyhawk by Daniel Bowers 

X-Wing Fighter by Jeff Alger 
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Hague’s Corner 
Generations 
by Dick Hague 

Editor’s note:  Dick shares a unique running text and visual diary of his modeling adventures which includes 
triumphs, defeats, lessons learned and tips.  It is too tall of an order to pull together one complete build from 
the various messages, so what you are seeing in these articles is a moving “window” of Dick’s modeling 
adventures over time.  Nevertheless,  we are getting a host of tips and lessons learned suitable for beginners 
and experienced modelers alike.   

Trusting something from memory when you have passed eighty is a bit risky but for the sake of 
this update I’m doing it anyway.  Does the name Bill Bridgeman mean anything to you?  Early in 
high school I remember reading a book either by him or about him and his exploits testing high 
speed aircraft of the post WWII period.  I’m pretty sure the Douglas Skyrocket was one of the 
planes that he tested.   

When Strombecker’s all wood kit crossed my modeling desk that very futuristic looking craft was 
quickly built.  A few years later the Revell plastic kit hit the market and my reading of Bridgeman’s 
exploits coincided with that build and further cemented me in my aviation aspirations.  

When modeling friend Jerry threw down this ancient Strombecker kit in front of me as a 
challenge to build I quickly declined but I did keep it.  The kit is sitting in front of that original 
Revell Skyrocket (Figure 1).  Third in the lineup is the Special Hobby version of the Skyrocket.  
Special Hobby has several versions available in kit form although that was around ten or fifteen 
or more years ago.  A more up to date kit is due from someone.  All of this inspired me to 
perform some ‘maintenance’ activity on my Skyrocket. 

Figure 1 
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Figure 3 

Figure 4 

The maintenance on my old Skyrocket was to repaint the area ahead of the cockpit.  I removed 
the original all medium blue paint some years back in another maintenance effort.  The model 
was, like most aircraft models with a nose wheel, a notorious tail sitter unless weight was put in 
the nose to restore balance.  At the time I built it my .22 bullets took too much of my allowance 
to be used as model weights but BB shot is heavy enough and relatively cheap.  This Skyrocket’s 
nose is packed with them.  I didn’t know that BBs had a reddish brass looking coating that comes 
off when wet.  Years of washing had resulted in this coming out of the joints and staining the 
nose area.  Whatever I removed the stain with also took off the blue paint. 

I used the probably more accurate Special Hobby painting instructions to repaint the old fellow’s 
nose (Figures 2 and 3).  According to the newer instructions, a more accurate flat black anti-glare 
area follows the now glossy aluminum ‘needle nose.’  I just wish I had more of that auto polish I 
used to take some of the now yellowed varnish I had coated a lot of decals with back in the 
fifties.  I have a relatively new set of decals to replace the few that are on the kit.  

The Piaggio bomber is literally back on the shelf for the moment as I work on a sighting blister 
problem (Figure 4).  That tiny nose pitot is precariously hanging over the edge to keep it from 
being hit. 

Hague’s Corner (continued) 

Figure 5 

Figure 2 
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Hague’s Corner (continued) 
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More parts were put on the H-13 helicopter engines and an overall aluminum spraying was done 
(Figure 5, previous page).  A few other colors need to be added with some brush painting.  While 
doing research to determine if I could make this model the Korean War earlier version I came 
upon a full page ad in a vintage magazine that pictured just this engine.  Of course it was an ad by 
the engine maker themselves bragging about how reliable their product made this helicopter! 

I decided it would be too much trouble to backdate the ‘S’ version into an earlier one.  In 1/72 
scale the foot longer tail boom of the ‘S’ wouldn’t be noticed but going from three seats in the 
cockpit back to two and two fuel tanks back to one would be too much.  I’ll just wait for a new kit 
to add one to the Korean War shelf.  Figure 6 shows one of the frames with the third side added.  
After drying overnight the landing skids were also glued on and both were sprayed olive drab. 

Reviews I had of building this kit all mention how difficult it was to paint it.  I held them by the 
only place that didn’t need painting, the hole for the tail rotor shaft (Figure 7).  Two spraying 
sessions in semi-darkness out the door got good coverage.  That bright spot that looks like a 
missed frame is just flash reflection.  Another form of flash is on the front of the gear skids which I 
missed sanding off in my haste to paint.  I did get it off the other frame and when I saw this I 
sanded it off.  A quick spray out the door will take care of that.  

Tip alert!  Two of the three H-13 kits have a squared off version of the landing skids that are not 
one piece like the one on the painted frames in figure 7.  This alternate version has four pieces 

Figure 8 

Figure 7 Figure 6 

that have to be glued together.  Using just a 
minimum of liquid glue to tack them together, 
alignment was made using the grid markings on 
the cutting matt.  Once safely dry the assembly 
was placed above the matt onto some Legos to 
fully ‘bathe’ those tacked together joints without 
getting glue on the matt, or worse, gluing the 
skids to the matt (Figure 8)! 

I know I said above the kit has one part skids.  
They should have been but both had been 
snapped in half and had to be repaired and put 
into alignment before gluing to the frame. That’s 
when I missed the flash on one set. 
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Chapter Officers 

Join IPMS/USA:  www.ipmsusa.org 

January Meeting Program and Contest Theme 

Contest Coordinator: 

Walter Schlueter 

Webmaster: 

Mike Fleckenstein 
IPMS USA Webpage of the Year for 

2017  
 

Newsletter Editor: 

Tom Henderson 
IPMS R2 Newsletter of the Year for 

2015  

tomhenderson51@verizon.net 

Raffle Coordinators: 

Curtis and Shirley Clinton 
 

Program Coordinator: 

John Figueroa 
 

Make and Take Coordinator 

William “Chinxy” Jenks 

President: Vice President 

John Figueroa  Chris Nicoll 

Treasurer: Secretary/Historian: 

Tim Barb  Walter Schlueter 

Chapter Contact: 

Tom Henderson 

Visit the club website at www.novaipms.org and join the club Google group at 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/northernvirginiamodelers 

Both locations will allow you to access the monthly Contest/Program Schedule as well 
as information about IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers. 

We’re also on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Northern-Virginia-IPMS 
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Chapter Volunteers 
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Program:  Red Wine and Spaghetti: A Dinnertime Conversation on 
Airbrushing Equipment and Methods by Rafe Morrissey 

Contest:  Best of 2020:  The model you feel is the best you built during 2020 

IPMS NoVA Executive Board and Chapter Volunteers 

January 2021 

mailto:tomhenderson51@verizon.net


6 January 2021 
IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers Monthly Meeting 
Start time 7:00 pm 
Virtual meeting - notification links sent via the IPMS 
Northern Virginia Modelers Google Group 

12 January 2021 
Washington Armor Club Virtual Meeting 
Start time 7:00 pm 

19 January 2021 
IPMS DC Virtual BOGSAT (Bunch Of Guys, or Gals, 
Sitting Around a Table) Meeting 
7:30-9:00pm 

20 January 2021,  
IPMS Northern Virginia Virtual Tips and Share 
Meeting 
Start time 7:00pm 

27 January 2021 
NCMSS Monthly Meeting 
(via Zoom - see note next page) 

10 April 2021 (new date) 
MosquitoCon  
Wayne Pal Hall, PAL Drive 
Wayne, NJ 

20-21 May 2021 
NOREASTCON 49 
8250 Park Rd 
Batavia, NY 14020 

18-19 June 2021 
IPMS Region 2 Convention 
Salem, VA 

18-21 August 2020 
IPMS National Convention 
Las Vegas, NV 

13-14 Nov 2021 
IPMS UK Scale Model World 
Telford, UK 

29-30 Apr 2022 
NOREASTCON 50 
Latham, NY 

Upcoming Events 
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The Region 2 Convention is 

scheduled for 18-19 June 2021 

The COVID situation has put a stop to the 

IPMS Northern Virginia plan to host our 

Model Classic in April.  The flyer is 

stamped “postponed” in hopes we can 

schedule a new date later in the year. 
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Upcoming Events (continued) 
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10 April 2021 

National Capitol Model Society monthly Meetings 
The NCMSS is conducting their meetings via Zoom.  They send 
email invites with the link prior to every meeting.  If you are 
interested in attending the NCMSS monthly meetings are not 
already on their list, send an email to David Hoffman at 
bpchasseur@comcast.net 
Go their website: 
 https://www.ncmssclub.org/meeting-info--schedule for more 
information. 

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
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