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The IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers held its annual Christmas party on Wednesday, 3 
December 2025, at the Fairfax High School. Attendance was a whopping 85+. We held our 
annual “Build-the-Same” contest. But participation was down from last year. We will be looking 
at ways to increase participation for next year. Subjects will be announced in January 2026. 
Nonetheless, the folks that participated built some fantastic kits. The main event, of course, was 
the food. Thanks to all that brought in side dishes and extras main and dessert delights. 
Following the meal, Vince Mankowski orchestrated the gift exchange which is always fun and 
with much humor. 

Starting in January 2026 we will again make some changes in the monthly contest. The 
experiment this past year to expand in main categories and adding a layer of Master class for 
each turned out to be confusing and hard manage. So, we plant to simplify things by 
consolidating categories and have one catch all Master category similar to previous years. We 
plan to keep all main categories but will eliminate the different scales. For example, there will be 
just one category for aircraft that will include all scales. We will do the same for armor. All 
masters will compete against one another. A list of all masters in every category will be 
provided.

As has been mentioned in previous newsletters and at the monthly meetings, the NoVA Club 
will soon be faced with a potential crisis that may threaten the club’s existence. As you may 
have noticed many of the club leadership will be moving on. One of the most critical positions is
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IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers December 2025 Monthly Meeting (continued)

treasurer, held by Jon Etherton. He provides a vital service in shepherding our Club finances. Jon 
wants to move on after over 5 years of his selfless service to the NoVA Club. We will need to 
have a replacement identified soon to have a proper transition, so we need someone to step up 
soon. BTW, Jon also is a key facilitator in connecting with foreign contacts and other club 
activities.

Another vital position is held by Tom Henderson. Tom is kicking around moving along also. Tom 
provides an important service in pulling together the Newsletter; taking pictures of builds for 
club records and newsletter; and making connections with other modeling clubs to name just a 
few.

We also need a permanent contest coordinator.

Again, the bottom-line is that if we do not infuse new blood into these vital positions, the 
viability of the Club is jeopardized. Please consider jumping in....speaking for those in the 
aforementioned positions and on the E-Board serving in these positions, it is fun and rewarding 
to be part of a hobby we enjoy so much!

Our next meeting is scheduled for 8 January 2026. It looks like we might have a real winter on or 
hands this year. Should we experience a weather alert on meeting day, keep up on school 
closings or cancellation of after-school activities. Should such an announcement be made there 
will be no meeting that month. Hope everyone had (or is having if I can finish this newsletter 
fast enough) a fantastic holiday season.

Contest Winners December 2025

A-4 Skyhawk, 1st Place

Mike Snider

Tiger I, 1st Place

Bryan Nylander
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Contest Winners December 2025

Sci-Fi- Star Wars X-Wing, 1st Place

Trystan Bennett

Sci-Fi - Star Wars X-Wing, 2nd Place

Beyan Nylander

Automotive Ford GT, 1st Place

Mike Monsivaz

Automotive Ford GT, 2nd Place

Anthony Roberson

Gundam, 1st Place

Cameron Allen

Gundam, 2nd Place

Zach Smith
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Contest Winners December 2025

X-Wing by Paul Meaney ZqkV1 Gundam by Zach Smith

Big O Gundam by David Tyson Gundam by Dave Weiss
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Contest Winners December 2025

Best of Show
GP01Fb Gundam by Cameron Allen
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The “Real” Thing

Gundam GP01Fb
By Cameron Allen

Editor’s Note: Given the level of my understanding of Gundams I did not even attempt to figure 

out what to say about Allens BOS entry. There was not going to be a real thing page in this issue 

until Allen came to my rescue with his build story. There are some tips here – enjoy.

The base kit is a Bandai Real Grade Gundam GP01Fb Full Burnern in 1/144 scale. I originally 
purchased the kit at the Gundam Planet warehouse in NJ in 2015 and finally opened and built it 
in September 2025. I was drawn by the bulky proportions and the fine panel line detail, as well 
as the rounded silhouette of the knees and lower legs (uncommon for a Federation MS).

The main painted colors are from the Mr. Hobby Aqueous line -- Char Red and Aerial Blue. To 
make the two-tone shades, I mixed each with a bit of Tamiya XF-18 Medium Blue. The white 
parts are actually bare plastic that I polished up to 4000 grit and finished with Mr. Hobby 
Premium Gloss Topcoat.

To get the burnt titanium effect on the verniers, I started with Tamiya X-11 Chrome Silver and 
then painted over it with very light coats of X-27 Clear Red and X-23 Clear Blue. The tiniest 
details, such as the shiny gold, are hand-painted with Testors enamels.

The long-barrel rifle is resin (so all the details were masked and painted individually), and I used 
UV resin to create the bubble-like scopes. The metallic rivets throughout were drilled with a pin 
vise and superglued in. The waterslide decals are from G-Rework.

Thinking to myself:  “Hmmm….if Allen took these photos I wonder if I can recruit him to take 

pictures at the meetings.”

IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026
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Hague’s Corner

Ouragan
by Dick Hague

Yes, it sounds like dragon, but it is French for ‘Hurricane’.

It just might be that I’ve gotten very clever at justifying the purchase of specific model kits but 
really, sometimes it does seem fate pushes me that way!

I like making models that I know someone might have a connection with. I have some new 
neighbors who are from El Salvador and one of them has taken an interest in my models. 
Another connection was a chance encounter with a cashier at a local store. She told me about 
her aging husband who had been a member of the Indian Air Force before coming to America. I 
had a completed model of an Indian Air Force Ouragan sitting on a shelf in my model room .Both 
El Salvador and India operated Ouragans in their air forces. 

I like to add different countries to the list of places some of my models have operated. I recently 
purchased some Czech built aircraft models that were the first fighters adopted by the Israeli Air 
Force when that nation was formed after WWII. They disappointed me in that no Israeli 
markings were included in these kits, preventing me from adding that country to the list. 

However, I also knew that Israel purchased Ouragan fighters from France! The Ouragan is an 
early jet, another string of modeling interests, going from the late 1930’s to 1950. The French 
model company Heller, in one of their several releases of the Ouragan kits included an Israeli 
version with a gigantic set of bared teeth, something I really like to see on a model. I have built 
models just to display those fierce teeth! 

Before going into that ‘Hurricane Hunt’, an interesting history regarding the French built Ouragan 
is appropriate. A prominent French aircraft company at the start of WWII was the Société des 
Avions Marcel Bloch, headed by designer and industrialist Marcel Bloc. I have some unbuilt 
models of his MB- series of fighters that were unfortunately too few and too late to overcome 
the German invasion of France. 

IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026
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Hague’s Corner (continued)

Refusing to work with the French Vichy government, 
Marcel was jailed. When the Germans took over all of 
France and kicked out the Vichy collaborationist 
government, Marcel Bloch ended up in the horrible 
Buchenwald Concentration Camp! After the Allies 
landed and defeated Germany, a freed Marcel Bloch 
headed back to France to help restart the French 
aircraft industry which during the war produced 
mostly German types.

Marcel Bloch had a brother who had fought in the 
French underground resistance using the code name 
‘Dassault’, so Marcel changed his name to Marcel 
Dassault. He founded Dassault Aviation which is now 
a very large builder of French aircraft. 

IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026

Bloch wanted to design something that used all the jet technology that had been developed 
during the war, and as a private venture he designed the M.D 450. This aircraft is another 
connection back to my fascination with early jets. He combined the high-speed wing used by the 
American F-80 (Figure 1) with the nose intake of the F-86 Sabre (Figure 2), both of which were 
pioneer jets.

Figure 1 Figure 2

I didn’t think I had any Ouragan kits hiding in the stash but didn’t bother looking. Instead, I 
started the hunt with my friend Chris at the 2025 Northern Virginia Model Classic show. We 
spotted a few Heller kits but no Ouragans! I bought a second kit of some type I already had but 
this one has several interesting and unusual paint schemes, so I was able to justify that buy. I also 
bought four little books that I didn’t know if I already had. I did, but I’m still glad I bought them 
because if I had come home and found I didn’t have them I would have been very mad!

Well, this is getting kind of long, but a search on eBay turned up several Ouragan kits for sale, I 
also found out there was a decal sheet specifically geared to the various countries that operated 
Ouragans.  There were none in the US but lots in Ukraine where they were printed. Back to the 
hunt!

Marcel Bloc
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Hague’s Corner (continued)

I pulled out a book I have that contains the contents of some storage boxes where I have unbuilt 
kits. I found one box containing lots of Heller kits. It had four Ouragan kits in it! Using my now 
slowly diminishing strength I pulled the sofa out far enough to indeed see what was inside that 
box. I started emptying the box but only found two Ouragan boxes. Opening the first one (Figure 
3), I found mostly small pieces to include four clear plastic canopies. I then opened the second 
box. 

IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026

Figure 4Figure 3

Wow! Four Ouragans and all were started (Figure 4)! The Heller kit on the previous page dates 
back to its first issue in 1981. That was a time when Heller kits were for the most part equal if 
not better than other kit companies. Even though the Czech company Valom released their 
Ouragan kit in 2011, I still prefer the thirty years older Heller version. 

Now to get around, or pay, the tariff on those Printscale decals intended to be used on the 
Ouragan! Anybody have a PSL72262 set that they will part with….in the US?!?

Marcel Bloc photo credit:
https://www.dassault-aviation.com/en/passion/history/biographies/marcel-dassault/

https://www.dassault-aviation.com/en/passion/history/biographies/marcel-dassault/
https://www.dassault-aviation.com/en/passion/history/biographies/marcel-dassault/
https://www.dassault-aviation.com/en/passion/history/biographies/marcel-dassault/
https://www.dassault-aviation.com/en/passion/history/biographies/marcel-dassault/
https://www.dassault-aviation.com/en/passion/history/biographies/marcel-dassault/
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“Sleepless in Cu Chi….” 
By Fred Horky ©

In Vietnam, cold wasn’t one of our problems.  And even the heat wasn’t all that bad 
….at night.  But especially on that last tour, which included the enemy’s Tet 
Offensive when I was an Air Force C-130 guy on his third time in ‘nam; detailed to 
the Army as a fixed-wing airlift advisor.  “Charlie”  kept waking us up at odd hours.  
And about every night, too.

I recall one night being awakened by an “Arc Light” strike, by carpet-bombing B-52’s 
several miles away.  It came on an extremely quiet night.  At the altitude the B-52’s 
were flying, they couldn’t be heard, so the first sign was the earth shaking like an 
earthquake first, and then the long, muffled roar.  Then, the far-off concussion 
made the canvas over my head suck in and out just a little, almost as if the tent was 
breathing.

That particular Arc Light mission, however, seemed mainly to have merely pissed 
“Charlie” off.  Before I could get back to sleep, the deep silence was again broken, 
this time by the doomsday sound of an incoming rocket round.  At first faint, but 
rapidly getting louder whistle was exactly like those war movies we heard as kids …. 
except that this time there was no Doppler Shift, no “passing train” change of the 
sound.  It didn’t change pitch, just got louder, meaning it wasn’t passing, just 
getting closer!  It quickly became one of those “your-life-passes-through-before-
your-eyes moment” we always heard about!  I was SURE the damn thing was coming 
to bed with ME!  As you note in the picture, my tent was sandbagged to about three 
feet around the sides which might have offered some protection at more than a 
few feet away; but the only thing overhead between me and God was one thickness 
of rotting canvas.
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Sleepless in Cu Chi…. (continued)

WHAM!!  It was a miss, but not by much, maybe a hundred feet away in a nearby 
Quartermaster storage yard.  There, the 122 mm rocket blew a bunch of lumber 
and stuff all to hell, but at that hour didn’t hurt anybody.  Sure, woke everybody up 
again, though…

In my aerial shot above from a Huey helicopter, my tent was in the second row of 
octagonal tents in the middle of the picture.  The QM yard is across the street to 
the rear with the large metal building.  We were near the Cu Chi base camp 
perimeter, identified by the row of bunkers along the diagonal street across the 
top of the picture.  The concertina wire and mine defenses beyond them can’t be 
seen but are in a cleared “free fire” zone which looks here like a grassy green 
park.

It wasn’t.



Page 12IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026

Sleepless in Cu Chi…. (continued)

The picture shows what another rocket hit had done nearby at the 12th Evacuation 
Hospital emergency triage room.  (Think “M*A*S*H, Hawkeye Pierce, and Colonel 
Potter” for a close approximation.)  That 122 mm rocket was a purely-by-chance 
hit.  

Seen immediately to the right of the wreckage is the helicopter pad where the 
“Dust Off” medevac helicopters would land with casualties.  The rocket hit came on 
a very quiet night; so quiet that the usually busy room was empty and thus nobody 
was hurt: one of those really happy coincidences.

Occasionally the grunt patrols would capture samples of the Chicom and Russian 
made rockets.  My ordnance friend at DISCOM told me that the 122mm had the 
explosive equivalent of an 8” artillery round.  

After a number of rockets had been captured, the intelligence folks didn’t want 
any more, and it got to the point where rather than have EOD dispose of them …a 
nuisance …they started firing them back at the bad guys!   An Ordnance Corps 
friend invited me to watch and get the pictures below.  

Not far from Cu Chi was a huge area totally controlled by the VC forces for 
decades, even back to the much earlier French war in Indochina.   Even today, it is 
remembered as “The Iron Triangle”.  
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_Triangle_(Vietnam)  To shoot rockets back my 
ordnance friends used the same “….it has to hit, SOMEWHERE” system to aim: just 
set it up, pointed in the general direction of the Iron Triangle, and let it fly!  

The pictures below were taken on the east side of the Cu Chi base camp, outside 
the bunker line but within the “perimeter wire” …the metal stakes seen in the 
background are holding up the concertina wire.  The rocket round is seen in the 
foreground, ready to be loaded.  At its base, curved metal fins are held by clips, 
folded against the rocket motor, ready to flip out at launch to stabilize the rocket 
in flight.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_Triangle_(Vietnam)


Page 13IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026

Sleepless in Cu Chi…. (continued)

Even in 1968, incoming rocket and mortar rounds were being automatically tracked 
by our Army’s counter-battery radar.  While not as fast as the ultrafast systems of 
today, early computer systems would have a firing solution fairly quickly, so Charlie 
learned he had to fire and “make tracks”!  

I was told our friend “Charlie” quit using the heavy tripod seen in these pictures …. 
doing so would slow him down too much and have counter-battery fire arriving on his 
head.  Thus, to just let loose a round and run like hell, typically the solution was this 
“Launcher, Rocket, Simplified, Mk 2”.
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Sleepless in Cu Chi…. (continued)

In other words, two pieces of bamboo tied together with a string or wire to form 
an EXTREMELY simple bipod launcher!

Accuracy wasn’t a goal, nor was it needed: all they had to do was aim the thing in 
the general direction of Cu Chi base camp……

Famed Nui Ba Den (Black Virgin Mountain” can be seen about twenty-five miles north of Cu Chi. 
An extinct volcano, it’s the only really good natural landmark in that part of Vietnam….see 
http://www.25thaviation.org/id263.htm 

….which was about a mile square!  Thus, it was about impossible to miss hitting 
SOMETHING, so they would just let fly with it and run like hell!

Such are an old man’s memories….

http://www.25thaviation.org/id263.htm
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Tips and Share Meeting

17 December 2025

This month’s Tips and Share was yet another round of 
modeling talk and two modelers presenting their latest 
builds.

First up was Alex Tratensek with his Mach 2 1/72 
Hawker-Siddeley HS-748. Although Mach 2 does not 
have the reputation of the big guns like Eduard, Airfix 
etc., Alex was impressed with the high quality of the 
moldings even if fit was not the best. If you know Alex, 
you know he is an outstanding modeler who knows 
how to improvise on his way to building an accurate 
replica of the real subject.

Alex explained the HS-748 was meant to replace the 
DC-3. He obtained the maintenance drawings for the 
aircraft and scaled them to 1/72. He made a keel 
accurately test component  positioning. He made a vac 
replacement for the too small canopy. Alex described 
the process he used to produce a crystal-clear canopy. 

IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026
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Tips and Share…. (continued)

The keel Vac-form canopy 

Fitting the replacement canopy

Alex also replaced the landing gear struts 
to  improve accuracy

IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026
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Tips and Share…. (continued)

IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026

Mike Coogan sent in a photo of his Hasagawa 1/48 Kawnishi N1K2-J Shiden Kai “George”. 
Unfortunately, Mike could not attend so we did not the details of his excellent build. An added 
treat was inclusion of a photo of the actual aircraft.  



IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers
Chapter Officers

Join IPMS/USA:  
www.ipmsusa.org

Application for new membership 

and renewals is on the next page

January Meeting Program and Contest Special

Contest Coordinator:

Volunteer Needed
Webmaster:

Mark Stevens

Newsletter Editor:

Tom Henderson

tomhenderson51@verizon.net

Raffle Coordinators:

Randy Corish, Mike Howe

Program Coordinator:

Vacant, volunteer needed

Make and Take Coordinator

Tim Barb

President: Vice President

Scott Bricker  Haagen Klaus

Treasurer: Secretary/Historian:

Jon Etherton  Dale Hutchinson

Chapter Contact:

Tom Henderson

Visit the club website at www.novaipms.org and join the club Google group 

at https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/northernvirginiamodelers

Both locations will allow you to access the monthly Contest/Program 
Schedule as well as information about IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers.

We’re also on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Northern-Virginia-IPMS
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IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers
Chapter Volunteers

IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers

Program: Best of 2025:  Bring the model you consider to be your best build 

from 2025.

Contest Special: Aaron Hamilton-Visit to Peenemunde, Germany (A4/V2, 
V1, Me163, etc.). This trip was research for his new book on Hellmuth 
Walter.

IPMS NoVA Executive Board and Chapter Volunteers

January 2026

http://www.ipmsusa.org/
about:blank
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IPMS USA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

IPMS Northern Virginia ModelersJanuary 2026



3 January 2026
Washington Armor Club Meeting
George Mason Rregional Library
7001 Little River Turnpike, Annandale VA
10:00 am – 1:00 pm

7 January 2026
IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers Monthly Meeting
Fairfax High School
3501 Lion Run, Fairfax VA 22030
6:30 – 9:00 pm

20 January 2026
IPMS DC Meeting
Nancy H. Dacek North Potomac Community Rec Ctr
13850 Travilah Rd. Rockville, MD 20850

21 January 2026: 
IPMS Northern Virginia Tips and Share Meeting
7:00 pm

28 January 2026 
National Capital Model Soldier Society (NCMSS)
Monthly meeting
Thomas Edison High School Room E-112
5801 Franconia Rd.

Alexandria, VA 22310
28 February 2026 – IPMS Richmond Old Dominion 
Open

14 March 2026 – Beachcon 2026
General Robert H. Reed Recreation Center
800 Gabreski Lane, Myrtle Beach, SC

12 April 2026 – IPMS Northern Virginia Model Classic
Fairfax High School
3501 Lion Run, Fairfax VA 22030

5-8 August 2026
IPMS USA National Convention
Grand Wayne Convention Center
Fort Wayne, IN

Upcoming Events
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