
NoVA Modelers now available on YouTube 
The Monthly meetings and Tips & Share sessions are now being recorded and posted on our 

very own YouTube channel. Vice President Chris Nicoll has created a very professional 
showcase for all the informative presentations that we feature at the meetings. Be sure to 

check it out using the link on our Web page: www.novaipms.org 
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The IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers monthly chapter meeting took place on 3 February 2021 
with 36 attendees on line.  We are holding virtual meetings (including a monthly contest) using 
Zoom and Google Docs during the pandemic.  Our normal venue is Fairfax High School which is 
closed for community activities for the foreseeable future.  With the presenters permission, we 
are recording the program portion of our meetings to give members who were not able to 
attend, and our UK sister chapter IPMS Staffordshire Moorlands, the opportunity to watch later.  
Although the business meeting starts at 7:00pm, the Zoom link opens at 6:30 so members can 
do some informal modeling talk before President John Figueroa kicks off the meeting. 

John welcomed everyone and asked if any new members were present.  Four new members 
introduced themselves.  I was able to capture two of the introductions.  Demetrius Wren builds 
helicopters and Armor with a focus on search and rescue helicopters.  William Suringa is 
interested in building World War II German aircraft. 

IPMS NoVA holds two meetings each month.  The monthly chapter meeting takes place the first 
Wednesday of the month.  The agenda consists of a business meeting, a contest, and a program.  
The Tips and Share meeting happens the third Wednesday of the month.  As you can probably 
tell by the name, Tips and Share is 100% modeling sans chapter business. The meeting begins 
with an informal 30 minute swap meet session at 6:30pm followed by a freewheeling discussion 
consisting of tips, techniques, and a demonstration designed to address requests from members. 
Additionally, members send photos of in-progress builds and completed projects to John 
Figueroa, who puts them into a PowerPoint presentation.  As John cycles through the slides, the 
builder talks about the kit.  For in-progress builds he/she may seek advice on how best to 
address whatever kit issue is giving him/her a hard time.  The Tips and Share meeting is a heck of 
a lot of fun.  If you have not yet joined a meeting and would like to do so, send an email to Vice 
President Chris Nicoll (his email address is on page 16) so he will know to send you the Zoom link 
for each meeting.  Email John if you would like to request or present a demonstration.  We will 
have a chair ready for you. 

Our February Tips and Share meeting featured a paint fume extractor setup demo by Mike 
Fleckenstein. Program slots for May through November are open, so if someone wants to do a 
demo or present something, let John know so it can be scheduled.  John also reminded the 
membership about the member handbook which contains a great deal of valuable information 
about the chapter. 
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Vice President Chris Nicoll reminded the membership about our IPMS membership subsidy 
program.  When it is time to renew membership or if you would like to join IPMS, go to the 
website link https://www.novaipms.org/about, scroll to section about the Membership 
Subsidy and download and complete the renewal form.  Mail the form to Treasurer Tim Barb 
along with your check for $10/year for each year you wish to renew/join, up to three years. 
Full instructions are on the form.  Make checks payable to “Northern Virginia Modelers.”  Tim 
will send the form to IPMS USA with the balance paid by the club.  IPMS USA will mail your 
membership card directly to you.  
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IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers March 2021 Monthly Meeting (continued) 
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Chris also provided a rundown on our new YouTube 
channel.  We currently have three months of video 
presentations from the monthly and Tips and Share 
meetings on the channel.  To find the YouTube  
channel, go to YouTube and search for NOVAIPMS or 
go to the NoVA IPMS homepage where you will find 
the link. 

Secretary Walter Schlueter informed everyone that the 
2021 Build The Same Subject models will be the Bf 
109, Merkava tank, Battlestar Galactica Vipers, and 
American Muscle Cars 1965-1972. 

Representatives from our fellow modeling clubs in the 
area announced their next meeting dates.  See the list 
on page 17.  Mike Fleckenstein let everyone know that 
our UK sister chapter, IPMS Staffordshire Moorlands, 
will hold a virtual show on 8 April 2021.  Anyone who 
wants to participate must submit their pictures by 1 
April.  A flyer with more information on this show is 
posted to our website. 

The Region 2 Convention originally scheduled for this 
summer in Salem, Virginia has been cancelled due to 

Tips and Share Meeting 

the pandemic.  The IPMS National convention in Las Vegas, Nevada is on schedule with “guarded 
optimism” it will take place.  Vendor space is sold out.  Excursions are still under discussion. 

Chuck Fralick provided a great presentation on modern submarines and underwater operations.  
His expertise gained from over 20 years of submarine experience and research truly showed as 
he walked us through the modern submarine forces of the US, our allies and our adversaries. 

Walter Schlueter brought the meeting to a close with his announcement of the monthly contest 
winners, which is a perfect segue to the photo gallery in the next section.  Dick Hague tackles a 
couple of Hasagawa Me-262 kits to make them become the post-war Czechoslovakia n S-92/CS-
92. Last but not least is a review of the new Detail and Scale book “Jet Fighters of the US Navy 
and Marine Corps-Part 2: Mach 1 and Beyond” by Floyd Werner.  Our next monthly Zoom  
meeting will take place on 3 March.  The program will be a Steve Suddaby presentation on WWI 
bombing operations. See you then. 



Contest Winners February 2021 
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Vehicles, 1st Place 

Rat Trap Dragster by Jerry Lawson 

Master, 1st Place 

Bf 109G-6 by Chris Nicoll 

March 2021 

Aircraft 1/72, 1st Place 

J-35 Draken by Chris Mikesh 

Aircraft 1/72, 2nd Place 

TS-11 by Walter Schlueter 

Aircraft 1/48, 1st Place 

P-47D by Jerry Lawson 

Aircraft 1/48, 2nd Place 

Brewster Buffalo by Jonathan DeSalva 
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Contest Winners February 2021 (continued) 

March 2021 

Special, 2nd Place 

Swordfish by Charles Locke 

Special, 1st Place 

  Nimrod MR.2 by Walter Schlueter 

Master, 2nd Place 

 F-4B Phantom by Colin Tatusko 
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Best out of the Box 

J-35 Draken by Chris Mikesh 

Contest Winners February 2021 (continued) 
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Best of Show 
A-4M by Colin Tatusko 

Contest Winners February 2021 (continued) 
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Rest of the Models February 2021 
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Type XXXVIIB Seehund by Dick Hague F-14A by Don Dickson 

M4A3E8 by Charles Locke 

Spitfire PR XIX by Colin Tatusko A-4M by Colin Tatusko 



Page 8 IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers March 2021 

Hague’s Corner 
Czech this out! 

by Dick Hague 

Editor’s note:  Dick shares a unique running text and visual diary of his modeling adventures which includes 
triumphs, defeats, lessons learned and tips.  It is too tall of an order to pull together one complete build from 
the various messages, so what you are seeing in these articles is a moving “window” of Dick’s modeling 
adventures over time.  Nevertheless,  we are getting a host of tips and lessons learned suitable for beginners 
and experienced modelers alike.   

I made several requests for information in my recent update posts to aid my model building.  I 
am happy to say all my questions were answered!  One of those requests was the identification 
of those strange little bomb-like objects under the SC-1 Seahawk.  They were identified as 
AN/APS-4 airborne radar pods.  The drawing of an SC-1 with the radar pods at Figure 1 was just 
the header on a much longer technical paper on the APS-4.  Figure 2, taken by someone who 
knows exactly what it is, shows the radar pod to good effect. 

My builds of the Czech version of the Messerschmitt Me-262 brought information that I factored 
into my construction of the two versions I’ve been working on.  While the all silver version with 
the red arrows on the nose of the Czech plane in Figure 3 was actually on a real plane, it was not 
in a fighter unit.  After it had been removed from active service it appeared in this scheme when 
being used for ground training with a Czech anti-aircraft unit.  The PL code on the fuselage was 
the code for the anti-aircraft unit. 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 Figure 2 
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Figure 5 

Figure 6 

I really wanted to show the classic lines of this aircraft in overall aluminum or at least aluminum 
paint but something else happened.  In the same information exchange about Czech colors for 
this type I was told that the green colors on the preserved examples are a sort of ‘best estimate’ 
of how they appeared while on active duty in the post WWII period.  I was going to do the two 
seat version in this green but held off when I found out that the masks I have for the two seater is 
for the new Airfix kit, not Hasagawa.  The mask set I need, Eduard XS004, has been discontinued.  
Until they are fully recovered from the warehouse fire I won’t ask them to make a custom run for 
me.  So far no luck finding one online but I’ll keep looking.  

In the meantime I painted the single seater green.  If I find a mask set I’ll paint the two-seater 
green and build another single seater in aluminum.  I mixed paints I had on hand to achieve a 
green shade that was close enough for me.  I mixed some old Aeromaster RLM 02 Gray/Green 
with Testors Model Master RLM 82 Dark Green.  When that didn’t look green enough I added 
some plain old Testors Gloss Green from one of the little bottles which mixed okay.  All of the 
paints were made by the same people.  Figures 4 and 5 show the first application by brush.  
Figures 6 and 7 show the canopy masked and then sprayed the interior black gray. 

Hague’s Corner (continued) 

Figure 7 

Figure 4 
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Hague’s Corner (continued) 
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The last time I mentioned the A-26 I was mulling over whether or not to accept the front 
canopy.  It had been dipped in Future and on drying captured a little ‘S’ shaped hair type thing 
in it.  While I was able to ‘somewhat’ remove it I didn’t know if it was worth the trouble to strip 
and recoat it.  It was.  I stripped it in ammonia and after drying I dipped it and let it dry on a 
paper towel all night.  Today it was really clear, shown in Figure 8 after I had glued it on.  Figure 
9 shows the KV masks applied and Figure 10 shows the backing sheet the pre-cut masks were 
pulled from.  

They were a perfect fit although the material is a little stiff.  Some were in two parts to be able 
to handle some bending.  Figure 9 shows where I had to use some yellow tape to hold it 
together on the curves of the gunner’s enclosure.  Figure 11 shows the A-26 after the fuselage 
had been sprayed overall Tamiya AS-12 Bare Metal Silver. 

Figure 11 

Figure 9 Figure 8 

Figure 10 

Tip alert: Late war German aircraft cockpits were RLM 66 Black Gray.  I sprayed this with 
Tamiya TS-82 Black Rubber.  Humbrol apparently discontinued their Black Gray Hu-182 I used 
to use for the interior areas. 

Tip alert: Save those little straws from your ‘adult’ beverages.  I cut off some short sections of 
straw to mask off the gunmetal painted .50 caliber turret guns, top and bottom.  I can brush 
touchup the slight overspray on them inside the turret. 
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Jet Fighters of the US Navy and Marine Corps-Part 2: 

Mach 1 and  Beyond 

Authors: Bert Kinzey and Artwork 

by Rock Roszak 

Publisher: Detail & Scale 

ISBN #: 9798688948257 

Book Review by Floyd Werner 

Following Part 1 of the Jet Fighter series, this 
volume focuses on the fighters that go faster than 
the speed of sound.  There have been 13 fighters 
that meet the criterion, from the F8U Crusader to 
the F-35.  The scope includes prototypes like the 
F-111B.  Besides the fleet fighters, adversary 
aircraft such as the F-16N and F-5E are covered.  This period of fighters includes the warfighters 
of the Cold War. 

The book is a paperback containing 113 pages of the history, operational use and development 
of each aircraft.  Almost all the photos are in full color, along with some aircraft profiles by Rock 
Roszak.  There are 208 photos with 188 in full color and 10 full color profiles by Rock Roszak. 

Detail & Scale is known for their extensive coverage of aircraft.  This book is a great overview of 
these aircraft.  Advancements in aircraft carriers is discussed because as the fighters grew larger 
and flew faster they needed bigger ships with different landing systems and power plants.  Carrier 
development covers the Essex class of the late 1950s to the modern day Ford nuclear carriers and 
the new Marine assault ships. 

Then the book gets into the fighters, starting with the F8U Crusader,  known as the last gunfighter.  
The development of this great fighter plane is chronicled to include the photo recon birds.  They 
are historically significant for the role they played in the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

The F11F-1F Super Tiger follows the Crusader.  Although not used in the fleet, it was a beautiful 
airplane like the Douglas F5D Skylancer which succeeded the F4D Skyray.  This colorful aircraft 
was used by NASA in some gaudy colors for visibility. 
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Jet Fighters of the US Navy and Marine Corps, Part 2 (continued) 

The next fleet fighter story is about the iconic F-4 Phantom.  Used by the Navy and Marines this 
aircraft became synonymous with Vietnam War.  Many F-4s deployed in that theater had some 
very colorful paint schemes.  The prototype XF4H-1 through the B, J, N and S versions are 
covered.  With 40 kills by Navy/Marine F-4s it became the best air to air fighter the fleet used in 
Vietnam.  It served until the 1980s when the remainder were converted to QF-4 drones.   

The XF8U-3 Super Crusader is up next.  This fighter performed better than the F-4 in the flyoff, 
however it was decided that two engines and two pilots were better than one.  So this aircraft 
was relegate to obscurity. 

Robert McNamara touted the F-111 as the be all, end all fighter for the Navy and the Air Force.  
The F-111B’s variable sweep wings would be an indicator of what was to come next but its heavy 
weight precluded it from carrier operations. 

Tomcat.  The word conjures up movie star roles such as ‘Top Gun’ and ‘The Final Countdown’.  
Affectionately known as The Turkey, the F-14 is an icon in naval aviation history.  Flying at the 
very end of the Vietnam War, at least at the very end with the withdrawal from Saigon, the F-14 
had a wide array of armament with which to fly and fight to include the AIM-54 Phoenix missile 
system.  The two Libyan fighters shot down by the Tomcat in 1981 were the first air to air kills 
since the Vietnam war.  They did it again in 1986, once more shooting down two Libyan fighters.  
The Tomcat evolved into the Bombcat, and into a photo recon aircraft by adding TARPS pods.  
The F-14 continued to dominate in the skies of the Mideast, especially in the service of the 
Iranian Air Force.  Eventually replaced by the F/A-18 Hornet, which was actually a smaller and 
less capable aircraft, the F-14 had held the front line for over 30 years.  

The F-5 Freedom Fighter was used as an aggressor in the Top Gun program.  The schemes on 
these fighters are quite eye catching.  They are painted to mimic potential foreign adversaries.  
Of course, those who watched ‘Top Gun’ will recognize the “MiG-28” version of this aircraft.    

Another adversary aircraft is the F-21A Kfir out of Israel.  This aircraft was designed in Israel, 
making it the only adversary aircraft that wasn’t designed and produced by a US company.  It also 
featured some really nice paint schemes. 

IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers March 2021 
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Jet Fighters of the US Navy and Marine Corps, Part 2 (continued) 
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The F-16 Fighting Falcon replaced the F-21 in the adversary role.  Used by the Marines and Navy, 
the F-16N, A and B simulated MiG-23.  The Navy procured 22 single seat F-16Ns and four TF-
16Ns.  This aircraft, especially without some of the usual equipment, was the fastest F-16 at the 
time.  F-16As and Bs were used once the embargo of Pakistan took place in 2002.  These 
adversaries are quite colorful, and the schemes change over their lifetime. 

The F/A-18 Hornet, also known as the Legacy Hornet, replaced the F-14.  After losing the Air 
Force fighter competition to the YF-16, the YF-17 was redesigned as the F/A-18 and proposed to 
the Navy.  The Hornet replaced the F-4, A-7 and eventually the F-14.  Besides performing in its 
role as a fleet fighter the F/A-18 also executed fighter and attack missions, served as a photo 
recon asset and as an aggressor.  It literally became the jack of all trades.  The Navy Blue Angels 
flew the “Legacy Hornet”  from 1986 until 2020.  It is now being replaced by the F/A-18 E/F 
Super Hornet. 

Part of the rationale behind the Super Hornet designation was because by re-designating it the 
Navy could just call it an upgrade and use upgrade money.  The Super Hornet had very little in 
common with the Legacy Hornet save the name.  It was over 25% bigger and as such none of the 
systems were interchangeable.  The Super Hornet actually brings a solid airframe to do all the 
missions on a carrier; fighter, bomber, photo recon, tanker, and electronic counter-measures 
aircraft.  This meant that the logistic umbilical was significantly smaller with common parts for 
the airframe.  The Super Hornet has become THE Navy aircraft.   

The newest Navy and Marine Corps fighter is the stealthy F-35.  This aircraft may be the last 
manned Navy fighter.  All three versions are discussed along with plenty of photos.  

Seeing all these aircraft in full color and with profile drawings is inspirational to say the least.  
Reading about the various deployments, engagements and history is a great way to get 
backstory for your models.  If you are looking for in depth, nuts and bolts photos this book isn’t 
for you.  It is a great book for the overview and history of each aircraft.  Does that mean it 
doesn’t have some in depth photos?  No, of course not.  There are cockpit photos and photos 
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Jet Fighters of the US Navy and Marine Corps, Part 2 (continued) 
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of most of the engines used on the covered aircraft.  If decal manufacturers look through this 
book they will find material for some great selling sheets.  While this review is based off of the 
printed version from Amazon there is also a digital version that will allow you to enlarge the 
photos and get even more use out of it.  This is another great reference book by Detail & Scale. 
Highly recommended 
Thanks to Detail & Scale for the review copy.  You can obtain yours on Amazon at 
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08KSK6T4X  

February 2020 - our last pre-COVID meeting Tom Dunbar - October 2019 

Until we can gather again…. 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08KSK6T4X
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Chapter Contact: 

Tom Henderson 

Visit the club website at www.novaipms.org and join the club Google group at 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/northernvirginiamodelers 

Both locations will allow you to access the monthly Contest/Program Schedule as well 
as information about IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers. 

We’re also on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Northern-Virginia-IPMS 
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Chapter Volunteers 

IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers 

Program:  Bombing 101 -  An overview of WWI Bombing Operations by 
Steve Suddaby  

Contest:  Trios – Any vehicle or figure with three engines, wheels, turrets, 
heads, etc. 

IPMS NoVA Executive Board and Chapter Volunteers 

March 2021 

mailto:tomhenderson51@verizon.net


3 March 2021 
IPMS Northern Virginia Modelers Monthly Meeting 
Start time 7:00 pm 
Virtual meeting - notification links sent via the IPMS 
Northern Virginia Modelers Google Group 

9 March 2021 
Washington Armor Club Virtual Meeting 
Start time 7:00 pm 

16 March 2021 
IPMS DC Virtual BOGSAT (Bunch Of Guys, or Gals, 
Sitting Around a Table) Meeting (Via Zoom) 
7:30-9:00pm 

17 March2021  
IPMS Northern Virginia Virtual Tips and Share 
Meeting  (Via Zoom) 
Start time 7:00pm 

24 March 2021 
NCMSS Monthly Meeting 
(via Zoom - see note next page) 

13 March 2021 
NCMSS 59th Annual (Virtual) Show 
See flyer next page 

31 July 2021  (Rescheduled) 
MosquitoCon  
Wayne Pal Hall, PAL Drive 
Wayne, NJ 

TBD  (Postponed) 
NOREASTCON 49 
8250 Park Rd 
Batavia, NY 14020 

18-21 August 2021 
IPMS National Convention 
Las Vegas, NV 

13-14 Nov 2021 
IPMS UK Scale Model World 
Telford, UK 

29-30 Apr 2022 
NOREASTCON 50 
Latham, NY 

Upcoming Events 
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The Region 2 Convention has been 

postponed to a later date. 

Model Classic will have to wait for another 

year.  Fingers crossed we will be able to have 

a show next Spring. 
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Upcoming Events (continued) 
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31 July 2021 

National Capital Model Society monthly Meetings 
The NCMSS is conducting their meetings via Zoom.  They send email invites with the link prior 
to every meeting.  If you are interested in attending the NCMSS monthly meetings are not 
already on their list, send an email to David Hoffman at bpchasseur@comcast.net 
Go their website “Meeting and Info Schedule” page for more information. 

NoVA Modelers now available on YouTube 
The Monthly meetings and Tips & Share sessions are now being recorded and posted on our 

very own YouTube channel. Vice President Chris Nicoll has created a very professional 
showcase for all the informative presentations that we feature at the meetings. Be sure to 

check it out using the link on our Web page: www.novaipms.org 

Click on the icons to access the links 

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
http://www.novaipms.org/
https://groups.google.com/g/northernvirginiamodelers
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/category-s/100.htm
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnDEHKxesX93YAogJ8O0Vgw
https://www.facebook.com/Northern-Virginia-IPMS-120113144672971/?ref=hl

